
•	 Hike	through	three	
complete	ecosystems	at	
Heney	Ridge	Trail.

•	 Discuss	local	conservation	
initiatives	during	a	visit	
with	the	Alaska	Audubon	
Society.

•	 Learn	about	the	world’s	
largest	population	of	sea	
otters	with	a	researcher	at	
Orca	Inlet.

•	 Embark	on	an	ice	trekking	
excursion	at	Sheridan	
Glacier	and	discuss	the	
effects	of	climate	change.

•	 Examine	topics	of	geology	
and	plate	tectonics	in	the	
Copper	River	Delta,	where	
evidence	of	Alaska’s	
powerful	1964	earthquake	
is	still	visible.

Your students will...
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9 DAYS  |  Choose your dates  |  Available May – Oct

Cordova: Alaska’s Hidden Treasure
AlAskA
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Nestled between the mouth of the Copper River and the Orca Inlet, the small 
town of Cordova – reached only by ferry or flight – provides a perfect location 
for exploring the pristine natural wonders  of nearby Chugach National Forest 
and Prince William Sound. This 9-day program invites students to discover the 
“The Last Frontier” through engaging activities such as canoeing on the Copper 
River Delta, hiking rainforest trails, and assisting scientists in collecting data 
for research. You’ll also learn about the natural forces, from geologic activity 
to glacier melt, that have shaped the region over time, not only impacting the 
land but also the communities living there – past, present, and future.

•	 Local	guides
•	 Driver
•	 Accommodations
•	 Activities
•	 Private	transportation
•	 Meals
•	 Beverages	with	meals
•	 Carbon	offsetting

what’s included?

about this trip

Natural 
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biology



Rates are based on triple and quadruple occupancy for participants; 
complimentary leader accommodations may be single or double occupancy based 
on availability. Airfare is included for complimentary leaders. Holiday surcharges 
may apply. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment form are due upon 
booking. This deposit is refundable until 95 days prior to departure excluding a 
$100 cancellation fee. Final non-refundable payments are due no later than 95 
days prior to departure. 

the fine print

ramp. Stay alert for more wildlife viewing opportunities on the return trip to 
the lodge. Overnight at Orca Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 6 - CorDova 
After breakfast, take a second boat trip in the Orca Inlet (heading in the 
opposite direction) and continue to observe sea otters and their interactions 
within the pod. Your guide for the day has been involved in sea otter studies 
for over15 years. Afterward, stop at a remote beach and explore the tidal 
pools with laminated ID charts, plastic aquariums, and dip nets. Next, head 
to Hinchinbrook Island for lunch at another remote beach, and then visit a 
kittiwake colony, where you can observe these nesting sea birds. Return to the 
lodge in the early afternoon for kayaking, followed by a discussion of the life 
cycle of salmon. Overnight at Orca Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 7 - CorDova
After breakfast, your guide will talk about plate tectonics and the dramatic 
changes this area has undergone in recent decades. Look at specific unique 
geologic formations and rock samples, then participate in a discussion 
on climate change and head to the Sheridan Glacier for an ice trekking 
excursion. Assist the Prince William Sound Science Center by placing 
monitoring stations on the ice to help collect data on glacial melt rates and 
movement. Overnight at Orca Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 8 - anChorage/Depart
Spend the morning at leisure before transferring to the airport for your flight 
to Anchorage. Upon arrival, visit the Alaska Native Heritage Center and then 
explore the historical downtown, including the Museum of History and Art. 
You will have time for dinner on own before transferring to the airport for 
your evening flight home. (BL) 

Day 9 - arrive home
Arrival home following your overnight flight.

Day 1 - anChorage
Upon arrival in Anchorage, travel by shuttle to the hotel. Meals are not 
included on your arrival day. Bed sharing is required at this hotel. (If your 
organization prohibits bed sharing, single or double occupancy can be 
provided at an additional cost.) Overnight at Anchorage airport hotel.

Day 2 - CorDova
After an early breakfast, visit the Alaska Audubon Society for a talk on 
Audubon Alaska’s conservation initiatives. Later, take a shuttle to the airport 
for your flight to Cordova. Upon arrival, meet your guide and transfer to 
the lodge, enjoying some initial sights along the way, including swan nests 
on the delta and the Cordova town center. After an orientation and lunch, 
travel to the Power Creek drainage area and walk on a trail above town for a 
panoramic view of the area. Explore the rich diversity of the flora and fauna 
of the area. Possible themes for investigation include geology of the area, plate 
tectonics, glaciology, marine mammals of Prince William Sound, and avian 
biology. Note: All activities are subject to accessibility, road conditions, and 
weather; a suitable alternative will be arranged if any activities are canceled 
for reasons outside our control. Overnight at Orca Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 3 - CorDova
Hike through the Heney Ridge Trail to explore the rainforest, walking 
through three complete ecosystems along the trail’s seven-mile route. As this 
activity is the most strenuous of the program, there will be additional guides 
to accommodate the group’s different levels of hikers. Overnight at Orca 
Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 4 - CorDova
Today explore the world’s largest concentration of sea otters and other marine 
mammals in Prince William Sound. Board your comfortable catamaran vessel 
and begin your journey in Orca Inlet. These shallow waters are ideal habitat 
for sea otters, and special attention will be paid to females and their pups. 
Learn the story of these fascinating creatures that have been brought back 
from near-extinction. Next, head farther afield to the ocean entrances to look 
for marine mammals of other varieties. Depending on conditions, numerous 
other species can be seen. The environmentally threatened Steller sea lions are 
regularly seen, as well as Dall’s porpoises. Appearing near the bow of the boat, 
these playful creatures are often mistaken for small orcas with their black-
and-white coloring. As you near the open waters, all eyes will be scanning 
for larger marine mammals as both orcas and a variety of other whales often 
frequent the area. Humpbacks are the largest in this near-shore environment, 
while gray and occasionally even beaked whales are spotted. This is also a 
major nesting area for numerous species of sea ducks. Learn about these 
vulnerable birds and how they have been affected by recent variations in sea 
temperature. Kittiwakes, murres, and even puffins inhabit this rugged coast. 
In the late afternoon, visit the museum and Eyak cultural center in Cordova. 
Overnight at Orca Adventure Lodge. (BLD)

Day 5 - CorDova
After breakfast, depart for a full day tour of the Copper River Delta, the 
highlight being a float down the Alaganik Slough. As you travel the historic 
Copper River Highway, built on the old railroad bed of the Copper River and 
Northwestern Railroad, watch for moose, eagles, beaver, and the occasional 
bear, and take in the expansive views of marsh and wetland. See examples of 
uplift and subsidence from the 1964 earthquake as your guide explains how it 
affected this area. Search for wildlife on your hike to view the mighty Copper 
River at Mile 27. After a brief break to explore the dunes of the Copper River 
and a discussion about the salmon habitat and commercial fishing seasons, 
travel back to Mile 22 and the site of the sacred Eyak village of Alaganik. 
Here you can almost hear the activity around the old trading post, longhouses 
and Shaman’s Cave that once stood on this spot. After a quick introduction 
to some medicinal uses for local plants, with handouts provided to identify 
plants on your own, launch canoes with your guide. Float from Mile 22 
to Mile 17 on the Alaganik Slough where numerous birding opportunities 
and wildlife viewing experiences abound. See areas where the US Forest 
Service attempted to help restore Dusky Canada Goose and Tundra Swan 
populations by anchoring nest islands in the ponds. Experience the dynamic 
delta ecosystem up close from your view at water level. Finally, you will have 
the opportunity to hike a boardwalk birding path after landing at the Mile 17 

bLD = breakfaSt, LuNch, DiNNer

Itinerary

program pricing
$2,995 (9 participants + 1 leader)

$2,995 (14 participants + 2 leaders)

$2,995 (21 participants + 3 leaders)
Price includes accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and activities as indicated 
in the itinerary, private transportation unless otherwise noted in itinerary, local 
guides in each region for duration of program, and carbon offset.

Airfare, gratuities, and items of a personal nature are not included.

Valid for travel in 2021.
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Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all participants. These 
plans help provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits for 
Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency 
Evacuation and more. Refer to the Plan Document for more details.

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the Group Deluxe Plan, 
which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/Interruption, in addition to many 
other insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance services. If interested in 
this optional plan, we can provide you with rates and plan details.

travel protection


